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1. INDISCUSSION FEB 21 WITH MATTEHEISEN (STR) 

AND EMBOFF, ECONMIN TRADE POLICY OEFICIAL KUEHN 
RAISED OMFS ISSUE. AFTER NOTING THAT INTRODUCTION 
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CONCERN IN GERMANY, KUEHN EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THIS 
ISSUE COULD BE DEFUSED THROUGH BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS. 
TO THIS END, FRG EMBASSY HAS BEEN REQUESTED TAKE 
UP PROBLEM WITH USG. SUCH DISCUSSIONS WOULD 
HELP CLARIEY REASONS FOR ADOPTION OF OMFS STANDARDS 
IN US. (ALTHOUGH FRG HAS NOT TAKEN A POSITION 
AS YET, KUEHN WARNED THAT ADOPTION OF OMFS COULD 
BE CONSTRUED AS AN NTB.) BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS 
COULD ALSO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF MODIFICATIONS 
TO BOTH ISO AND OMFS STANDARDS TO MAKE THEM 
COMPATIBLE. KUEHN REEERRED TO RECENT ISO DISCUSSIONS 
OF THIS COMPATIBILITY PROBLEM AND THOUGHT THAT IT 
SEEMED POSSIBLE TO CHANGE TO SOME DEGREE THE PRESENT 
ISO STANDARDS. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED THAT FRG HAS 
OPTED TO PURSUE THIS ISSUE IN BILATERAL RATHER THAN 
EC CONTEXT, WE BELIEVE DEPT SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE MEANS FOR 
RESOLVING COMPATIBILITY PROBLEM. FRG WOULD 
BE RELATIVELY SYMPATHETIC NEGOTIATING PARTNER, 
INTERESTED IN EINDINGASOLUTION AS QUICKLY AND 
QUIETLY AS POSSIBLE SO AS TO AVOID HAVING MTN 
DISCUSSIONS OFSANDARDS EMBROILED IN THIS PROBLEM. 
PLEASE INEORM EMBASSY ABOUT CURRENT STATUS OE 
OMES PROPOSAL AS WELL AS JUSTIEICATION EOR 
ADOPTING OMFS IN PREFERENCE TO ISO STANDARDS. 
HILLENBRAND 
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